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Legal Holiday, observed annually on the last Monday in May in
most of the United States, in honor of the nation’s armed services
personnel killed in wartime. The holiday, originally called
Decoration Day, is traditionally marked by parades, memorial
speeches, patriotic ceremonies and the decoration of graves with
flowers and flags, hence the original name. Memorial Day was first
observed on May 30, 1868 on the order of General John Alexander
Logan for the purpose of decorating the graves of the American Captain of Honor culs
Civil War dead. It was observed on May 30th until 1971, when most Flag to Half Staff
states changed to a newly established federal schedule of holiday F"/““r/ Oz Cun Zaluse
observance. '
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Monument to General John Alexander Logan (1826-1886)
in Chicago on Michigan Avenue & 9th Street






