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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK HELD IN THE  
POLICE STATION COMMUNITY ROOM AT 

9451 BELMONT AVENUE 
NOVEMBER 02, 2020 

 
MEETING MODIFICATION DUE TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC: 

PURSUANT TO GOVERNOR PRITZKER’S EXECUTIVE ORDER 2020-07, DATED MARCH 16, 2020, 
WHICH SUSPENDS THE REQUIREMENT OF THE ILLINOIS OPEN MEETINGS ACT PERTAINING TO 

IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE BY MEMBERS OF A PUBLIC BODY DURING THE DURATION OF THE 
GUBERNATORIAL DISASTER PROCLAMATION, MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

PARTICIPATED IN THE MEETING THROUGH AUDIO ACCESS TECHNOLOGY. THE MEETING ROOM 
REMAINED OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AND THE PUBLIC WAS ALLOWED TO ADDRESS THE BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES DURING THE PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION OF THE MEETING. ALL PERSONS IN 
ATTENDANCE AT THE MEETING PRACTICED APPROPRIATE SOCIAL DISTANCING. AS GOVERNOR'S 
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2020-10, DATED MARCH 20, 2020, AND CDC GUIDELINES, REQUIRE THAT 
NO MORE THAN 10 PEOPLE ARE ALLOWED IN THE BOARD ROOM AT ANY ONE TIME. THE PUBLIC 
WAS ENCOURAGED TO SUBMIT WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS IN ADVANCE OF THE MEETING TO 

VILLAGE CLERK ROBERTA JOHNSON AT RJOHNSON@VOFP.COM.  
 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

II. CALL TO ORDER:  President Pedersen called to order the Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Franklin Park in regular session at 7:00 p.m.   
 

III. ROLL CALL; ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 
Village Clerk Roberta Johnson called the roll:   
Present at Board Meeting: Mayor Pedersen; Joe Montana (Village Attorney); Roberta Johnson 
(Village Clerk); Tom Dailly, (I.T. Director); and Mike Witz (Director of Police) 
Present Via Teleconference:  Trustees Ms. Avitia, Mr. Hagerstrom, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Ruhl,  
Ms. Special, Mr. Ybarra 
The Village Clerk declared a quorum was present.  
Staff Members Present Via Telecommunication:  Lisa Anthony (Director of Human 
Resources/Health and Welfare), Joe Lauro (Utilities Commissioner), John Schneider 
(Director, Community Development), Tom McCabe (Engineer Consultant for Smith LaSalle),  
Frank Grieashamer (Treasurer), Pete Cajigas (Director, Building Department) 

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS (Limit to 2 minutes per speaker, Ordinance 1415-G-43) 

1. (Public was also give the opportunity to submit comments to the Village Clerk via email 
to be read at the meeting)  No comments were received via email and no comments from 
those present in the room 
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V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. FINANCE AND SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE (Mr. Johnson, Chair) 
1. MR. JOHNSON STATED THE LATEST FINANCIAL REPORT HAS BEEN 

DISTRIBUTED TO THE TRUSTEES BY CONTROLLER DAVID GONZALEZ 
2. MR. JOHNSON ANNOUNCED THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK AND THE 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 974 WILL HOST THEIR ANNUAL VETERANS’ 
DAY OBSERVANCE ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11 AT 11 A.M.   THE 
EVENT WILL BE HELD AT THE AMERICAN LEGION LOCATED AT  
9757 PACIFIC AVENUE AND WILL HONOR ALL MILITARY VETERANS  
WHO HAVE HONORABLY SERVED OUR COUNTRY AND THE CEREMONY 
WILL INCLUDE RECOGNITION OF THE NEW NAMES TO THE VETERANS 
MONUMENT 

3. MR JOHNSON ANNOUNCED THE VILLAGE IS PLANNING A CHRISTMAS 
PARADE ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2020 IN THE AFTERNOON.  THIS 
WILL TAKE PLACE INSTEAD OF THE ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING 
FESTIVITIES.  SANTA, MRS. CLAUSE AND THE ELVES WILL BE RIDING 
ALONG IN THE PARADE AND TRUSTEES WILL DRIVE THEIR OWN CAR 
OR HAVE A FAMILY MEMBER DRIVE.  THE PARADE WILL END AT THE 
GAZEBO AND THE MAYOR WILL LIGHT THE CHRISTMAS TREE.  MORE 
INFORMATION WILL BE FORTHCOMING 

 
B. WATER AND SEWER/FLEET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE (Ms. Avitia 

Chair) 
1. MS. AVITIA STATED SINCE THE LAST BOARD MEETING, THERE WERE  

4 WATER MAIN BREAKS AND 2 VALVES ON THE KING STREET PUMP 
VAULTS REPLACED 

2. MS. AVITIA STATED TOM DAILLY AND I.T. ARE HELPING WITH 
REPLACING THE MAIN SERVER FOR THE S.C.A.D.A. AND WORKING ON 
THE BILLING SIDE GETTING THE SWITCH GEAR REPAIRED OR 
REPLACED FOR WATER BILLING 

3. MS. AVITIA STATED THERE WERE 7 BACKED UP SEWER CALLS ALL 
WERE RESIDENT ISSUES, AND 19 DIRT STOPS COMPLETED TO REPAIR 
PARKWAYS 

4. MS. AVITIA STATED REUTERS PHASE 3 AND 4 ARE MOVING ALONG AND 
ALL DOMESTIC WATER SERVICES ARE ABOUT COMPLETE WITH 
REMAINING WORK FINISHING BY THANKSGIVING FOR WINTER 
SHUTDOWN 

5. MS. AVITIA STATED THE FRANKLIN AVENUE RECONSTRUCTION 
PROJECT IS MOVING ALONG WITH THE WATER MAIN ALIGNMENT AND 
THE NBIS INSPECTION OF THE SILVER CREEK BOX CULVERT WILL BE 
COMPLETED SOON 

6. MS. AVITIA ANNOUNCED VILLAGE STAFF AND SMITH LASALLE STAFF 
MET TO DISCUSS UTILITY COORDINATION FOR THE EOWA TOLLWAY 
PROJECT 

7. MS. AVITIA STATED THERE WERE 4 LARGE SEWER REPAIRS SINCE THE 
LAST BOARD MEETING AND ALL 4 REPAIRS WERE DONE BY A PRIVATE 
VILLAGE CONTRACTOR DUE TO THE DEPTH OF THE SEWER LINES 
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8. MS. AVITIA STATED THE I.D.O.T. FULLERTON AVENUE DRAINAGE AND 
CULVER PROJECT GAS MAINS HAS BEEN COMPLETED 

  
C. POLICE AND FIRE COMMITTEE (Mr. Ruhl, Chair)  

1. MR. RUHL STATED HE HAD NO REPORT FOR THE POLICE OR FIRE 
DEPARTMENT  

 
D. STREETS, ALLEYS AND FLEET MAINTENANCE (Mr. Ybarra, Chair) 

1. MR. YBARRA STATED 26 TONS OF COLD PATCH WAS USED FOR POT 
HOLE REPAIR  

2. MR. YBARRA ANNOUNCED THE FORESTRY DIVISION HAS REMOVED  
4 TREES AND TRIMMED 37 TREES 

3. MR. YBARRA STATED ALL STREET SWEEPING ROUTES COMPLETED AND 
3 FLY DUMPS 

4. MR. YBARRA STATED THE 17TH AVENUE ALLEY CONSTRUCTION 
STARTED WITH THE ALLEY CLOSED UNTIL NOVEMBER 8 AND 
EMPLOYEES FOR THE BUSINESSES WILL BE ALLOWED TO PARK ON THE 
SOUTH SIDE OF FULLERTON AVENUE 

5. MR. YBARRA STATED REUTER’S PHASE 2 FINAL HMA TOP SURFACE 
COAT WILL BE APPLIED TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3 

6. MR. YBARRA ANNOUNCED THE FRANKLIN AVENUE RECONSTRUCTION 
PROJECT IS MOVING ALONG WITH THE PLAT OF HIGHWAY APPROVED 
BY I.D.O.T.  R.O.W. NEGOTIATORS CONTRACT APPROVED WITH FINAL 
NEGOTIATIONS STARTING 

7. MR. YBARRA ANNOUNCED ITEM NUMBER 6 ON THE CONSENT 
AGENDA IS FOR THE PURCHASE OF 4 LARGE 740 SNOW PLOW 
TRUCKS AND WILL TAKE ABOUT 6 TO 9 MONTHS TO BUILD 

8. MR. YBARRA STATED INTERVIEWS FOR MECHANICS HAS BEEN 
ONGOING  

 
E. PROPERTY, PLANNING, ZONING, AND BUILDING COMMITTEE 

(Ms. Special, Chair)  
1. MS. SPECIAL ANNOUNCED FOR THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT  

35 CONTRACTORS APPLIED AND REGISTERED FOR LICENSES,  
77 BUILDING PERMITS, 18 ELECTRICAL PERMITS, 1 SIGN PERMIT, 
AND 5 FIRE PERMITS WITH TOTAL 101 PERMITS IN A TWO-WEEK 
SPAN.  THERE WERE 12 PROPERTY CLOSINGS, INCLUDING 
RESIDENTAL AND COMMERICAL, 4 NEW BUSINESSES APPLIED FOR 
OCCUPANCY WITH 1 OCCUPANCY CERTIFICATE APPROVED 

2. MS. SPECIAL STATED FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, THE VILLAGE 
HAS SELECTED AN ENGINEERING CONSULTANT TO ASSIST WITH THE 
BIKE AND PEDESTRAIN ROUTE PROPOSAL AS PART OF THE REGIONAL 
TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY’S (RTA) ACCESS TO TRANSIT GRANT 
PROGRAM.  THE PROPOSAL WILL CREATE SAFE BICYCLE AND  
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PEDESTRAIN TRAVEL THROUGH FRANKLIN PARK VIA ROUTES THAT 
CONNECT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION TO THE VILLAGE’S DOWNTOWN 
DISTRICT, INDUSTRIAL CORRIDORS AND DES PLAINES RIVER TRAIL.  
PRELIMINARY PLANNING AND ENGINEERING FOR THE PROJECT HAS 
BEGUN 
 

F. HUMAN RESOURCES, SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES AND SENIOR 
SERVICES COMMITTEE (Mr. Hagerstrom, Chair) 
1. MR. HAGERSTROM ANNOUNCED THE ANNUAL SHRED DAY WAS A 

SUCCESSFUL EVENT WITH 350 VEHICLES COMING THROUGH WITH 
EITHER PAPER TO SHRED OR ELECTRONICS TO RECYCLE.  
UNWANTED DRUGS WERE ALSO COLLECTED TO BE DESTROYED BY 
THE POLICE DEPARTMENT.  REPRESENTATIVE CAMILLE LILLY AND 
HER STAFF DISTRIBTED BAGS WITH SANITIZER AND FACE 
COVERINGS.  HE THANKED CHIEF WITZ FOR PROVIDING AN OFFICER 
TO HELP WITH TRAFFIC AND AN BIG THANK YOU TO MIKE SAELI 
AND THE STREET DEPARTMENT STAFF FOR COORDINATING A 
SMOOTH EVENT 
 

VI. STAFF REPORTS AND COMMENTS; DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS 
1.  None 

 
VII. CONSENT AGENDA  

(Items on the Consent Agenda will be enacted/approved by one motion.  There will be 
no separate discussion on these items unless so requested by a member of the Village 
Board, in which case that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in the normal sequence of the Agenda.) 
 
Village Clerk Roberta Johnson read aloud public recital of Consent Agenda items 

 
1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM:  

(a) REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES HELD 
ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2020 

 
2. APPROVAL OF VOUCHER EXPENDITURES LIST IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$1,671,213.74 
 
3. ORDINANCE NO. 2021 G 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY ILLINOIS 
EXTENDING THE TERM OF OUTDOOR DINING AND ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION 
PERMITS TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE AND 
PROVIDE RELIEF TO THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
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4. ORDINANCE NO. 2021 G 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A GRANT MONITORING AND CONSULTING 
SERVICES AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN CAPITOL AGENDAS AND THE 
VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 

5. ORDINANCE NO. 2021 G 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS APPROVING A PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
VILLAGE AND A & E LANDSCAPING, INCORPORATED FOR THE VILLAGE 
OWNED PARCEL OF REAL PROPERTY AT 9800 FRANKLIN AVENUE (Removed) 

 
6. MOTION TO APPROVE THE ACQUISITION OF FOUR (4) FORD F-750 DIESEL 

REGULAR CAB BASE DUMP TRUCKS WITH SPREADERS AND PLOWS FROM 
ROESCH FORD COMMERCIAL TRUCK CENTER, BENSENVILLE, ILLINOIS AND 
MONROE TRUCK EQUIPMENT, JOLIET, ILLINOIS, AS PART OF THE STATE OF 
ILLINOIS PROCUREMENT PROGRAM IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$655,228.00 (OR $163,807.00 PER TRUCK), TO ENSURE THE HEALTH, SAFETY 
AND WELFARE OF THE RESIDENTS AND AUTHORIZE THE OFFICERS AND 
OFFICIALS OF THE VILLAGE TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS 
AND TAKE SUCH FURTHER ACTION TO EFFECTUATE SAME 

 
Motion made by Ms. Special seconded by Ms. Avitia to approve the Consent Agenda with Item Number 5 . 
“An Ordinance of the Village of Franklin Park, Cook County, Illinois Approving A Purchase and Sale 
Agreement Between the Village and A & E Landscaping, Incorporated for the Village Owned Parcel of Real 
Property At 9800 Franklin Avenue” removed 
Roll Call:  Ayes – Ms. Avitia, Mr. Hagerstrom, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Ruhl, Ms. Special, and Mr. Ybarra.  
Nay – 0.  Absent – 0.  Abstain – 0. 

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS  

None 

IX. APPOINTMENTS/SWEARING IN 
None 
 

X. COMMENTS FROM THE CLERK 
Village Clerk Roberta Johnson announced early voting in the Village Hall had finished today 
with a huge turnout of voters during the early voting period   
 

XI. COMMENTS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
1. President Pedersen announced he will be doing commentary on the election results 

tomorrow evening on ABC-TV channel 7 beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
 

XII. CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None 



2020 MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS – PAGE 6 
 

 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Ybarra to adjourn at 7:19 p.m.  
Roll Call:  Ayes – Ms. Avitia, Mr. Hagerstrom, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Ruhl, Ms. Special, and Mr. Ybarra.  
Nay – 0.  Absent – 0.  Abstain – 0. 
 
 
 

ATTEST   __________________________________ 
Roberta Johnson, Village Clerk  

 
 
 

Notice of Meeting Duly Posted as per Illinois Open Meeting Act 


