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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK HELD IN THE  
POLICE STATION COMMUNITY ROOM AT 

9451 BELMONT AVENUE 
OCTOBER 19, 2020 

 
MEETING MODIFICATION DUE TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC: 

PURSUANT TO GOVERNOR PRITZKER’S EXECUTIVE ORDER 2020-07, DATED MARCH 16, 2020, 
WHICH SUSPENDS THE REQUIREMENT OF THE ILLINOIS OPEN MEETINGS ACT PERTAINING TO 

IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE BY MEMBERS OF A PUBLIC BODY DURING THE DURATION OF THE 
GUBERNATORIAL DISASTER PROCLAMATION, MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

PARTICIPATED IN THE MEETING THROUGH AUDIO ACCESS TECHNOLOGY. THE MEETING ROOM 
REMAINED OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AND THE PUBLIC WAS ALLOWED TO ADDRESS THE BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES DURING THE PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION OF THE MEETING. ALL PERSONS IN 
ATTENDANCE AT THE MEETING PRACTICED APPROPRIATE SOCIAL DISTANCING. AS GOVERNOR'S 
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2020-10, DATED MARCH 20, 2020, AND CDC GUIDELINES, REQUIRE THAT 
NO MORE THAN 10 PEOPLE ARE ALLOWED IN THE BOARD ROOM AT ANY ONE TIME. THE PUBLIC 
WAS ENCOURAGED TO SUBMIT WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS IN ADVANCE OF THE MEETING TO 

VILLAGE CLERK ROBERTA JOHNSON AT RJOHNSON@VOFP.COM.  
 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

II. CALL TO ORDER:  President Pedersen called to order the Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Franklin Park in regular session at 7:02 p.m.   
 

III. ROLL CALL; ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 
Village Clerk Roberta Johnson called the roll:   
Present at Board Meeting: Mayor Pedersen; Joe Montana (Village Attorney); Roberta Johnson 
(Village Clerk); Tom Dailly, (I.T. Director); and April Arellano (Deputy Village Clerk); Mike 
Witz (Director of Police) 
Present Via Teleconference:  Trustees Ms. Avitia, Mr. Hagerstrom, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Ruhl,  
Ms. Special, Mr. Ybarra 
The Village Clerk declared a quorum was present.  
Staff Members Present Via Telecommunication:  Lisa Anthony (Director of Human 
Resources/Health and Welfare), Joe Lauro (Utilities Commissioner), John Schneider 
(Director, Community Development), Tom McCabe (Engineer Consultant for Smith LaSalle), 
Chief William Brehm (Fire Department), Frank Grieashamer (Treasurer) 

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS (Limit to 2 minutes per speaker, Ordinance 1415-G-43) 

1. (Public was also give the opportunity to submit comments to the Village Clerk via email 
to be read at the meeting)  No comments were received via email and no comments from 
those present in the room 
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V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. FINANCE AND SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE (Mr. Johnson, Chair) 
1. MR. JOHNSON STATED THE LATEST FINANCIAL REPORT HAS BEEN 

DISTRIBUTED TO THE TRUSTEES BY CONTROLLER DAVID GONZALEZ 
2. MR. JOHNSON REMINDED EVERYONE OF THE VETERAN’ DAY 

CEREMONY ON NOVEMBER 11 AT 11:00 A.M. 
 

B. WATER AND SEWER/FLEET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE (Ms. Avitia 
Chair) 
1. MS. AVITIA STATED SINCE THE LAST BOARD MEETING, THERE WERE  

6 WATER MAIN BREAKS, 1 WATER SERVICE BUFFALO BOX DUG AND 
REPAIRED, AND 1 NEW HYDRANT INSTALLED AT ROSE STREET AND 
FRANKLIN AVENUE 

2. MR. LAURO SUBMITTED THE ANNUAL THE LMO (LAKE MICHIGAN 
ALLOCATION) REPORT TO THE STATE FOR REVIEW.  THE STATE 
ACKNOWLEDGED RECEIPT OF THE REPORT AND SET UP A 
CONFERENCE CALL WITH MR. LAURO ON NOVEMBER 5.  THIS IS 
NORMAL PROCEDURE FOR THE STATE TO ACCEPT THIS DOCUMENT 

3. MS. AVITIA ANNOUNCED THE WATER MAIN RELOCATION FOR “THE 
CROSSINGS 2” DEVELOPMENT IS COMPLETED AND ALL WATER 
SAMPLING, PRESSURE TESTING, AS WELL AS CHLORINATION TESTING 
PASSED AND IS IN SERVICE 

4. MS. AVITIA STATED ANNUAL SEWER TELEVISING IS COMPLETED THIS 
YEAR BY VIS-U-SEWER. THE LAST PART OF THE TELEVISING WAS 
COMPLETED ON ROSE STREET FOR 1,234 FEET, AND A TOTAL OF 8,182 
WAS COMPLETED THIS YEAR 

5. MS. AVITIA STATED VILLAGE STAFF DUG UP AND REPAIRED 3 SEWER 
COLLAPSES WITH 1 CONSISTED OF REPLACING 15 FEET OF 8 INCH 
SANITARY SEWER, 1 CONSISTED OF REPLACING 10 FEET OF 8 INCH 
SANITARY SEWER, AND THE LAST REPAIR CONSISTED OF REPLACING  
4 FEET OF 10 INCH STORM SEWER.  THERE ARE 2 MORE SANITARY 
SEWER COLLAPSES ON THE 2400 BLOCK AND THE 2500 BLOCK OF ROSE 
THAT NEED TO BE REPAIRED BY OUR VILLAGE CONTRACTOR DUE TO 
O.S.H.A. REGULATIONS AND THE DEPTH OF THESE SEWERS.  THESE 
TWO REPAIRS SHOULD BE COMPLETED BY THE END OF NEXT WEEK 

6. MS. AVITIA ANNOUNCED STAFF WILL BE INSTALLING DRAINAGE IN THE 
BACKYARD OF 9617 RICHARD.  THIS IS IN CONJUNCTION TO THE 
VILLAGE BACKYARD DRAINAGE PROGRAM 

7. MS. AVITIA STATED 6 STREET DRAINS REPAIRED IN THE LAST TWO 
WEEKS 

8. MS. AVITIA STATED ENGINEERING PROJECTS INCLUDE REUTER’S 
WATER, STORM, AND SANITARY STRUCTURE ADJUSTMENTS BY J. 
CONGDON, REUTER’S PHASE 3 & 4.  ALL DOMESTIC WATER SERVICES 
FOR ALL STREETS NORTH OF NEVADA AVENUE COMPLETED. 
DOMESTIC WATER SERVICE INSTALLATION ON SONIA STREET AND 
NONA STREET SHOULD BE COMPLETED THIS WEEK.  BOTH PART ONE 
AND PART TWO WATER SAMPLING FOR THIS PROJECT PASSED AND  
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MR. LAURO SUBMITTED BOTH I.E.P.A. PARTIAL PERMITS TO THE STATE. 
THE 8 INCH NEW WATER MAIN THAT WAS INSTALLED ON THIS 
PROJECT HAS ALSO PASSED THE CHLORINATION AND PRESSURE 
TESTING.  THE ONLY TWO SECTIONS OF 8 INCH WATER MAIN LEFT TO 
INSTALL ARE ON ROSE STREET AND ON FULLERTON AVENUE.  THIS 
PROJECT IS MOVING ALONG AND IS ON SCHEDULE BUT WILL BE SHUT 
DOWN BY THANKSGIVING FOR WINTER WEATHER ROAD 
MAINTENANCE AND WILL RESUME IN SPRING OF 2021 

  
C. POLICE AND FIRE COMMITTEE (Mr. Ruhl, Chair)  

1. MR. RUHL STATED HE HAD NO REPORT FOR THE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT  

2. MR. RUHL STATED THE FIRE DEPARTMENT WILL BE HIRING TWO 
NEW FIREFIGHTERS 

 
D. STREETS, ALLEYS AND FLEET MAINTENANCE (Mr. Ybarra, Chair) 

1. MR. YBARRA STATED 16 TONS OF COLD PATCH APPLIED ON WILLOW 
BETWEEN BELMONT AVENUE AND GAGE STREET, ALL OF MARTINS 
STREET, KING STREET FROM WASHINGTON STREET TO ROSE STREET,  
9 TONS OF HOT PATCH APPLIED AT 2800 EDGINGTON, 3028 RUBY, AND 
2729 SARAH 

2. MR. YBARRA ANNOUNCED THE FORESTRY DIVISION HAS REMOVED  
13 TREES DUE TO HIGH WINDS AND STORM DAMAGE, AND TRIMMED  
24 TREES.  50 NEW TREES WERE PLANTED THAT WEREASSOCIATED 
WITH A GRANT ANDY SMOLEN RECEIVED FROM MORTON ARBORETUM 

3. MR. YBARRA STATED 1 STOP SIGN, 9 ALLEY SIGNS, 7 ONE WAY SIGNS,  
24 NO PARKING SIGNS WERE REPLACED AND GRAFFI REMOVED FROM  
4 SIGNS 

4. MR. YBARRA STATED O.S.H.A. CONDUCTED A SURPRISE INSPECTION OF 
THE STREETS AND SANITATION FACILITY.  THE VILLAGE WILL GET A 
CERTIFIED LETTER TO INFORM WHETHER THERE ARE VIOLATIONS AS 
WELL AS SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FACILITY 

5. MR. YBARRA STATED ITEM NUMBER 3 ON THE CONSENT AGENDA FOR 
BOARD CONSIDERATION IS AN AGREEMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL 
FROM T-CAT ENTERPRISE, INCORPORATED.  THIS IS THE SAME 
CONTRACTOR USED FOR MULTIPLE YEARS FOR THE WEST OF 
MANNHEIM AREA TO COUNTY LINE ROAD.  THE CONTRACTOR IS NOT 
RAISING HIS RATE FOR DRIVERS FOR EQUIPMENT AND THE PRICES PER 
HOUR ARE THE SAME.  MR. LAURO RECOMMENDS PASSAGE OF THIS 
ORDINANCE.  IT NOT ONLY HELPS  
FOR SNOW REMOVAL, BUT IN CASE AN EQUIPMENT BREAK DOWN 
OCCURS, THERE WILL BE ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT FOR SNOW 
REMOVAL AVAILABLE 

6. MR. YBARRA ANNOUNCED REUTER PHASE 2 FINAL HMA SURFACE 
COURSE SHOULD BE COMPLETED FRIDAY BY CONTRACTOR 
SCHROEDER.  FOR THE REUTER’S PHASE 3 & 4, SMITH LASALLE STAFF 
IS WORKING WITH MILLHOUSE ENGINEERING, AS WELL AS CLARK 
DIETZ, TO COORDINATE THE GAS MAIN GAS SERVICES THAT ARE 
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BEING INSTALLED BY NPL FOR NICOR GAS.  THIS COORDINATION IS 
IMPORTANT TO ENSURE THAT NPL IS NOT WORKING IN THE SAME 
AREA AS DIMEO CONSTRUCTION.  MANHEIM ROAD I.D.O.T 
RESURFACING IS ALMOST COMPLETED, THE SIDEWALK AT 3145 
MANNHEIM IS COMPLETED AS WELL AS THE ROAD TOP AND FINAL 
COAT, STRIPING IS ALL THAT IS LEFT ON THIS PROJECT.  THE 
FRANKLIN AVENUE RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT IS MOVING ALONG, 
THE PLAT OF HIGHWAY IS APPROVED BY I.D.O.T. AND RIGHT OF WAY 
NEGOTIATORS CONTRACT APPROVED.  THE EASEMENT NEGOTIATIONS 
ARE TO START SOON.  THE EOWA TOLLWAY PROJECT UPDATES 
INCLUDE FIRST REVIEW OF COMED RELOCATIONS SUBMITTED AND 
VILLAGE STAFF, AS WELL AS SMITH LASALLE STAFF, MEET WITH A 
REPRESENTATIVE OF JACOBS ENGINEERING TO DISCUSS I-294 
WIDENING AND HOW IT WILL BE IN CONFLICT WITH OUR WATER AND 
SEWER INFRASTRUCTURE.  I.D.O.T. FULLERTON AVENUE DITCH 
DRAINAGE PROJECT AND ALL OF THE NEW GAS MAIN IS INSTALLED 
AND PASSED ITS AIR TEST AND HAS GONE LIVE.  I.D.O.T. WILL START 
DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS.  SMITH LASALLE STAFF WILL BE 
ATTENDING A VIDEO MEETING WITH I.D.O.T. TO DISCUSS THEIR 
SCHEDULE 

7. MR. YBARRA STATED 21 STATE BIDS RECEIVED FOR BULK SALT 
PURCHASING THIS WINTER.  SMITH LASALLE IS REVIEWING THE 
DIFFERENCES IN THE BIDS  

 
E. PROPERTY, PLANNING, ZONING, AND BUILDING COMMITTEE 

(Ms. Special, Chair)  
1. MS. SPECIAL ANNOUNCED 65 CONTRACTORS APPLIED AND REGISTERED 

FOR LICENSES FOR 895 BUILDING PERMITS, 13 ELECTRICAL PERMITS, 
2 SIGN PERMITS, 3 DUMPSER PERMITS AND 1 FIRE PERMIT WITH TOTAL 
114  PERMITS IN A TWO-WEEK SPAN.  THERE WERE 13 PROPERTY 
CLOSINGS, INCLUDING RESIDENTAL AND COMMERICAL, 6 NEW 
BUSINESSES APPLIED FOR OCCUPANCY WITH 3 OCCUPANCY 
CERTIFICATES APPROVED AND 9 HEALTH LICENSES RENEWED 

 
F. HUMAN RESOURCES, SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES AND SENIOR SERVICES 

COMMITTEE (Mr. Hagerstrom, Chair) 
1. MR. HAGERSTROM ANNOUNCED THE ANNUAL SHRED DAY IS 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, FROM 9A.M. TO NOON AND THE VILLAGE WILL 
BE CO-HOSTING WITH REPRESENTATIVE CAMILLE LILLY.  
ELECTRONICS FOR RECYCLING AND UNUSED/EXPIRED MEDICATION 
FOR DESTRUCTION WILL BE ACCEPTED.  THIS EVENT WILL BE HELD IN 
THE POLICE STATION PARKING LOT 

2. MR. HAGERSTROM STATED ITEMS # 4, 5 AND 6 ON THE CONSENT 
AGENDA ARE THE AGREEMENTS WITH THE CONTRACTORS FOR 
THE VILLAGE’S SENIOR AND DISABLED RESIDENTS SNOW 
PROGRAM 
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VI. STAFF REPORTS AND COMMENTS; DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS 
1.  None 

 
VII. CONSENT AGENDA  

(Items on the Consent Agenda will be enacted/approved by one motion.  There will be 
no separate discussion on these items unless so requested by a member of the Village 
Board, in which case that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in the normal sequence of the Agenda.) 
 
Village Clerk Roberta Johnson read aloud public recital of Consent Agenda items 
 
1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM:  

(a) REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
HELD ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 05, 2020 

 
2. APPROVAL OF VOUCHER EXPENDITURES LIST IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$1,256,156.60 
 

3. ORDINANCE NO. 2021 G 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN AGREEMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL SERVICES 
BY AND BETWEEN T-CAT ENTERPRISE, INCORPORATED AND THE VILLAGE 
OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
4. ORDINANCE NO. 2021 G 

 AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN AGREEMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL  
 SERVICES BY AND BETWEEN CARRERA LANDSCAPING AND THE  
 VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 

5. ORDINANCE NO. 2021  G 
    AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN AGREEMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL  
     SERVICES BY AND BETWEEN THOMAS HERRERA LANDSCAPING AND THE 

VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 
6. ORDINANCE NO. 2021 G 
    AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN AGREEMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL  
    SERVICES BY AND BETWEEN SEAN MILNES AND THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN 

PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 
7. ORDINANCE NO. 2021 G 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY,  
ILLINOIS AFFIRMING A POLICY OF FAIR HOUSING AND PROHIBITING  
DISCRIMINATORY ACTS IN THE SALE AND RENTAL OF DWELLING UNITS 

 
8. ORDINANCE NO. 2021 G 

 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A MODIFICATION NOTE TO THE PROMISSORY 
NOTE CREDIT AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN 
PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS AND BELMONT BANK & TRUST COMPANY 
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9. ORDINANCE NO. 2021 G 
 AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS ESTABLISHING SALARY SCHEDULES AND OTHER COMPENSATION 

 
10. ORDINANCE NO. 2021 G 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY,  
ILLINOIS AMENDING THE POLICY TO DETERMINE ELIGIBILITY UNDER THE 
PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYEE BENEFITS ACT 

 
Motion made by Mr. Ybarra, seconded by Ms. Avitia to approve the Consent Agenda. 
Roll Call:  Ayes – Ms. Avitia, Mr. Hagerstrom, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Ruhl, Ms. Special, and Mr. Ybarra.  
Nay – 0.  Absent – 0.  Abstain – 0. 

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS  

None 

IX. APPOINTMENTS/SWEARING IN 
None 
 

X. COMMENTS FROM THE CLERK 
Village Clerk Roberta Johnson announced early voting began today in the Village Hall and 
the polls were extremely busy with lines of people lined up out the door to cast their vote 
 

XI. COMMENTS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
1. President Pedersen spoke about a grant received from Morton Arboretum for trees and 

complimented volunteers from the Village and Morton Arboretum who planted the trees 
2. President Pedersen announced a meeting with Chief Witz, Chief Brehm, Tom McCabe, 

John Schneider and Joe Laura with the Tracy Miller and Andy Cummings of Canadian 
Pacific regarding train issues and changing switches to automated switches to reduce 
stoppages.  They also discussed Canadian Pacific not honoring the quiet zone in Elmwood 
Park, how that would affect Franklin Park, and what can be done about it  

 
XII. CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None 
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion made by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Ms. Special to adjourn at 7:31 p.m.  
Roll Call:  Ayes – Ms. Avitia, Mr. Hagerstrom, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Ruhl, Ms. Special, and Mr. Ybarra.  
Nay – 0.  Absent – 0.  Abstain – 0. 
 
 
 
 

ATTEST   __________________________________ 
Roberta Johnson, Village Clerk  

 

 
Notice of Meeting Duly Posted as per Illinois Open Meeting Act 


