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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK HELD IN THE  
POLICE STATION COMMUNITY ROOM AT 

9451 BELMONT AVENUE 
MARCH 19, 2018 

 
 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

II. CALL TO ORDER:  President Pedersen called to order the Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Franklin Park in regular session at 7:00 p.m. 
 

III. ROLL CALL; ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 
Village Clerk Irene Avitia called the roll:   
Present:  Trustees Mr. Caporusso, Mr. Johnson, Ms. McLean, Mr. Ruhl, and 
Mr. Ybarra.  Absent:  Ms. Special.  The Village Clerk declared a quorum was present.   
Legal Representation Present:  Joe Montana, Village Attorney 
Staff Members Present:  Lisa Anthony (Health and Human Resources Director), 
David Gonzalez (Comptroller), Joe Lauro (Utilities Commissioner), Dave Talbott 
(Engineer Consultant for Smith LaSalle), Battalion Chief Luke Palermo (Fire 
Department), Director of Police Mike Witz (Police Department)  

 
IV. SWEARING IN OF STEVE RUTZ AS FIRE DEPARTMENT LIEUTENANT 

Tommy Thomson administered the oath and swore in Steve Rutz as Fire Department 
Lieutenant 

 
V. PUBLIC COMMENTS (Limit to 2 minutes per speaker, Ordinance 1415-G-43) 

1. Mike – Spoke about A-frame signage for his business that opened eight months ago.  
He was told A-frame signs were not allowed 

2. Marie – Spoke about wanting to renew the liquor license for her business and get a 
gaming license 

 
VI. COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 
A. FINANCE AND SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE (Mr. Johnson, Chair) 

1. MR. JOHNSON STATED DAVID GONZALEZ WILL GIVE A REPORT ON 
FINANCES LATER ON IN THE MEETING 
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B. WATER AND SEWER/FLEET MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE (Mr. Caporusso 
Chair) 
1. MR. CAPORUSSO STATED SINCE THE LAST BOARD MEETING, THERE 

WERE EIGHT WATER MAIN BREAKS, ONE SERVICE LATERAL 
BREAK, AND TWO FIRE HYDRANTS REPAIRED 

2. MR. CAPORUSSO REPORTED THE WATER DIVISION COMPLETED 317 
SERVICE CALLS 

3. MR. CAPORUSSO STATED THE SEWER DIVISION CLEANED OUT AND 
INSPECTED 31 STORM DRAINS AND 14 SANITARY DRAINS 

4. MR. CAPORUSSO REPORTED M.E. SIMPSON CONTINUED LEAK 
DETECTION IN THE MIDDLE OF TOWN.  THEY HAVE FOUND 16 LEAKS 
SO FAR AND VILLAGE STAFF HAVE DUG UP AND REPAIRED 11 

5. MR. CAPORUSSO REPORTED THE STORAGE TANK LOCATED AT 3501 
COUNTY LINE ROAD HAS BEEN REPAIRED AND IS BACK UP AND 
RUNNING 

 
C. POLICE AND FIRE COMMITTEE (Mr. Ruhl, Chair)  

1. MR. RUHL REPORTED AGENDA ITEM #20 IS A REQUEST FOR THE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT TO PURCHASE TWO NEW POLICE VEHICLES 

2. MR. RUHL ANNOUNCED AFTER 31 YEARS OF SERVICE, DEPUTY 
CHIEF PHIL RUCH WILL BE OFFICIALLY RETIRING FROM THE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT ON MARCH 31 

3. MR. RUHL STATED THE POLICE DEPARTMENT WILL BE ASSIGNING 
AN OFFICER TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

 
D. STREETS, ALLEYS AND FLEET MAINTENANCE (Mr. Ybarra, Chair) 

1. MR. YBARRA STATED AGENDA ITEM #16 IS FOR THE ENGINEERING 
SERVICES OF SMITH LASALLE.  THE WORK IS FROM ACORN LANE TO 
THE MANNHEIM ROAD BRIDGE.  THE PHASE 1 ENGINEERING STARTED 
JANUARY 22, 2018 AND SHOULD BE COMPLETED BY MAY 1, 2019 WITH 
PROJECT CLOSE-OUTS WITH I.D.O.T. AND COOK COUNTY AROUND 
JUNE 30, 2019 

2. MR. YBARRA REPORTED 51.50 TONS OF COLD PATCH HAS BEEN 
APPLIED TO POT HOLES THROUGHOUT TOWN 

 
E. PROPERTY, PLANNING, ZONING, AND BUILDING 

COMMITTEE (Ms. Special, Chair) 
1. IN THE ABSENCE OF MS. SPECIAL, MR. JOHNSON REPORTED THE 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT HAD 23 CONTRACTORS APPLY FOR 
LICENSES, SINCE MARCH 5.  THERE WERE ALSO 50 BUILDING 
PERMITS, 8 ELECTRICAL PERMITS, AND 2 SIGN PERMITS APPLIED 
FOR.  THERE WERE 13 PROPERTY CLOSINGS.  EIGHT NEW 
BUSINESSES APPLIED FOR OCCUPANCY.  ONE OCCUPANCY 
CERTIFICATE WAS GIVEN OUT AND A NEW BUSINESS OPENED AT 
10035 GRAND AVENUE 
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F. HUMAN RESOURCES, SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES AND SENIOR SERVICES 
COMMITTEE (Ms. McLean, Chair) 
1. MS. MCLEAN STATED  THERE IS AN AGENDA ITEM FOR SUMMER 

HELP AND  AN AGENDA ITEM FOR THE DISABLED PEOPLE GRASS-
CUTTING PROGRAM 

2. MS. MCLEAN REPORTED ON THE BLOOD DRIVE HELD ON MARCH 9.  
NINETEEN DONORS CAME OUT 

3. MS. MCLEAN SPOKE ABOUT HER VOLUNTEER TRIP TO CENTRAL 
AMERICA.  SHE RAN INTO THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE COUNTRY 
 

VII. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS FROM THE STAFF 
1. Dave Talbott spoke about agenda item #8 regarding increasing the water and sewer 

rate for the Village.  The basis for this is based on audited reports.  There are 
several factors that have affected the rates.  One of the reasons has to do with 
conservation and a reduction in sales from large industrial customers.  The Village 
is applying for two loans through the IEPA revolving loan funds.  The comptroller 
has to certify that the Village has income coming in until these loans are paid.  This 
is why the Village needs to increase the rate 

 
2. David Gonzalez spoke about why the Village is getting loans through the IEPA 

revolving loan funds and not the debt certificates.  The Village would save $2.4 
million over the life of the revolving loan funds 

 
VIII. CONSENT AGENDA  

(Items on the Consent Agenda will be enacted/approved by one motion.  There will be 
no separate discussion on these items unless so requested by a member of the Village 
Board, in which case that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in the normal sequence of the Agenda.) 
 
Village Clerk Irene Avitia read aloud public recital of Consent Agenda items 

 
1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM: 

(a) THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES HELD ON MONDAY, MARCH 5, 2018 

 
2. APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,271,068.82 

 
3. RESOLUTION NO. 1718 R 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS ESTABLISHING GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE 2018 
GRASS CUTTING PROGRAM FOR DISABLED PROPERTY OWNERS 
 

4. RESOLUTION NO. 1718 R 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BY 
AND BETWEEN HOMELAND SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS AND THE 
VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
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5. RESOLUTION NO. 1718 R 
A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS ESTABLISHING GUIDELINES AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE 
2018 SUMMER YOUTH AND COLLEGE INTERNSHIP WORK PROGRAM 

 
6. RESOLUTION NO. 1718 R 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN 
ENTERTAINMENT MANAGEMENT GROUP AND THE VILLAGE OF 
FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS FOR FRANKLIN PARK FEST 

 
7. ORDINANCE NO. 1718 VC 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 3-2-13 OF CHAPTER TWO OF TITLE 
THREE OF THE VILLAGE CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, 
COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS TO PROHIBIT CONVENTIONAL GAMBLING 
AND GAMES OF CHANCE 
 

8. ORDINANCE NO. 1718 VC 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 7-8B-2 OF CHAPTER EIGHT OF 
TITLE SEVEN OF THE VILLAGE CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN 
PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS ESTABLISHING WATER AND SEWER 
RATES 

 
9. ORDINANCE NO. 1718 G 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN AGREEMENT TO CONTRACT FOR 
GRASS CUTTING SERVICE BY AND BETWEEN BIUNDO LANDSCAPING 
AND THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
10. ORDINANCE NO. 1718 G 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN AGREEMENT TO CONTRACT FOR 
GRASS CUTTING SERVICE BY AND BETWEEN CARRERA LANDSCAPING 
AND THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
11. ORDINANCE NO. 1718 G 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN AGREEMENT TO CONTRACT FOR 
GRASS CUTTING SERVICE BY AND BETWEEN REY’S LANDSCAPING AND 
THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
12. ORDINANCE NO. 1718 G 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN AGREEMENT TO CONTRACT FOR 
GRASS CUTTING SERVICE BY AND BETWEEN ROSEMONT LANDSCAPING 
AND THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
13. ORDINANCE NO. 1718 G 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN AGREEMENT TO CONTRACT FOR 
GRASS CUTTING SERVICE FOR PROPERTIES IDENTIFIED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTIONAL SERVICES BY AND BETWEEN REY’S 
LANDSCAPING AND THE VILLAGE OF FRANLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 
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14. ORDINANCE NO. 1718 G 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN AGREEMENT TO CONTRACT FOR 
GRASS CUTTING SERVICE FOR PROPERTIES IDENTIFIED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTIONAL SERVICES BY AND BETWEEN JESSE’S 
LAWN SERVICE AND THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 

15. ORDINANCE NO. 1718 G 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN AGREEMENT TO CONTRACT FOR 
GRASS CUTTING SERVICE FOR PROPERTIES IDENTIFIED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTIONAL SERVICES BY AND BETWEEN 
CARRERA LANDSCAPING INCORPORATED AND THE VILLAGE OF 
FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
16. ORDINANCE NO. 1718 G 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING A PROFESSIONAL 
ENGINEERING SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR FRANKLIN AVENUE PHASE 
ONE IMPROVEMENTS BY AND BETWEEN SMITH LASALLE, 
INCORPORATED AND THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK  
COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
17. ORDINANCE NO. 1718 G 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS ESTABLISHING SALARY SCHEDULES AND OTHER 
COMPENSATION 

 
18. ORDINANCE NO. 1718 G 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK, COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS APPROVING A RAILCAM LEASE AGREEMENT BY AND 
BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN PARK AND RAILSTREAM, LLC 

 
19. MOTION TO DIRECT THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR TO 

OBTAIN A SURVEY OF THE VILLAGE OWNED PROPERTY AT 3010 NORTH 
MANNHEIM ROAD AND A SURVEY OF THE VILLAGE OWNED PROPERTY 
AT 10500 WEST GRAND AVENUE IN A TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$6,000.00, AND AUTHORIZE THE REQUIRED OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS 
OF THE VILLAGE TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AND 
UNDERTAKE SUCH ACTION TO EFFECTUATE SAME 

 
20. MOTION TO WAIVE BID REQUIREMENTS AND AUTHORIZE THE 

DIRECTOR OF POLICE TO PURCHASE TWO UNMARKED POLICE 
VEHICLES FOR USE BY THE INVESTIGATION DIVISION OF THE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT WITH ASSET FORFEITURE FUNDS IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO 
EXCEED $60,000.00, TO ENSURE THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF 
THE RESIDENTS AND AUTHORIZE THE REQUIRED OFFICERS AND  
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OFFICIALS OF THE VILLAGE TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY 
DOCUMENTS AND UNDERTAKE SUCH ACTION TO EFFECTUATE SAME 

 
Motion made by Mr. Caporusso, seconded by Ms. McLean to pass the Consent Agenda.  
Roll Call:  Ayes – Mr. Ybarra, Mr. Ruhl, Ms. McLean, Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Caporusso. 
Nay – 0.  Absent – Ms. Special.  Abstain – 0. 

(Village Clerk Irene Avitia read aloud each of the items that were identified on the consent agenda and under 
consideration by the Village Board before final action on the items identified on the consent agenda occurred) 

IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1. None 

 
X. NEW BUSINESS  

1. None 
 

XI. APPOINTMENTS/SWEARING IN 
1. None 
 

XII. COMMENTS FROM THE CLERK 
1. None 
 

XIII. COMMENTS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
1. President Pedersen asked Director of Police Mike Witz to introduce the officer 

who will be assigned to the Homeland Security task force 
 

XIV. CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION 
1. None 

 
XV. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Mr. Caporusso seconded by Mr. Ybarra to adjourn at 7:32 p.m.  
Voice vote carried 
 

 
 
 

ATTEST   __________________________________ 
Irene Avitia, Village Clerk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice of Meeting Duly Posted as per Illinois Open Meeting Act 


